
 

Sr. Shelia, Sr. Kathleen, faculty, staff, parents, families, and guests—thank 

you for all being here today. And once again, congratulations to the class of 2017.  

 

Over the past four years, my classmates and I have completed 120 cycles of 

classes here at Sacred Heart. With 6 days per cycle, that is 720 school days. Then 

factoring in 4 classes per day and 80 minutes per class that means we have had 

230,400 minutes of class at SHA. And that’s just time spent in class. We have all 

spent so much of our time at Sacred Heart over the past four years. It has really 

been our home. But now we have finished high school and are getting ready to 

move on to the next steps of our lives. I think it is safe to say that Sacred Heart has 

prepared us well for this transition.  

 

As I look back at my years at Sacred Heart, I think of all the assignments I 

have done. I cannot remember all of them, but a few special ones like my 

sophomore research paper specifically come to mind. We were asked to pick a 

book by a British author and write a paper about it. The book I chose was Peter 

Pan. Those who know me know that I LOVE Peter Pan. It is probably my favorite 

book and definitely my favorite story. Anyone who has never read the original 

book or play by J.M. Barrie, I urge you to do so, especially my classmates as we all 

prepare to venture out into the world and grow up. Peter Pan is a story of faith, 

imagination, love, and growing up. I cannot think of a better outline of themes to 

recount our time at Sacred Heart Academy.  

 

 Faith is an obvious part of Sacred Heart. We have all had theology class and 

squeezed into the pews for first Friday mass every month. However, this is true of 

every catholic school (except for maybe the squeezing). What makes Sacred Heart 

special is that no ideas or beliefs are forced on you, but instead, you are 

encouraged to find out what you believe, and strengthen your relationship with 

God, no matter your religion or what that relationship may be. I think we can all 

say that faith has been an integral part of our daily lives here at Sacred Heart, 

whether it is being a part of campus ministry or heartbeat, reading at mass, saying 

the prayer on the morning show or before each class, going on a mission trip, or 

participating in a discussion in theology class. In every moment of the day, we are 

all surrounded by such love and faith in this community. As we go on to college 

and our futures, we must also have faith in ourselves. We can do anything we set 



our minds to, and we should never let anyone make us question our faith in 

ourselves. With faith in God and belief in ourselves, we can accomplish anything.  

 

 The next important theme of Peter Pan is imagination. When people think 

of creativity, they usually think of art. However, creative thinking is needed in 

every aspect of life and learning. I think Sacred Heart has cultivated in each of us 

this kind of creative thinking and need for imagination. Our teachers are to thank 

for this. Every one of our teachers promotes creativity in their class. They all want 

us to think outside the box and use our learning for more than just passing a test. 

Through our time at SHA, we have learned to be creative thinkers who know how 

to come up with their own ideas, solve unseen problems, and connect previously 

learned information. We have learned so much more than just how to pass a test. 

 

 Thirdly, Love. At SHA, we are all surrounded by a loving environment. We 

are truly like a family. We may not always get along or like each other all the time, 

but in the end, we love each other. Our class may have different friend groups 

made up of people with varied interests and personalities, but I know that every 

single one of us is there for each other when we need it. We truly are sisters and I 

don’t think the love shared and experienced at Sacred Heart can be replaced or 

forgotten.  

 

 Lastly, growing up. We have already grown so much during our time at 

Sacred Heart, and I know we still have so much more growing to do. Personally, I 

feel like an adult and like a five year old at the same time right now. And I know 

that the parents here today are probably struggling with the same paradox as their 

little girls grow up into beautiful and independent young women. College is a big 

step in our journey of growing up. It can be sad to think of everything and 

everyone we will leave behind as we move on. But Sacred Heart has taught us to 

be confident and independent—to be kind and strong—and to be gracious and 

moral. Even though we will face many uncertainties and new paths in life, I know 

we have what it takes to follow our dreams and grow up to be amazing people. I 

have faith in each and every one of you.  

 

I think the story of Peter Pan is perfect to apply to any situation at all in life, 

but it is very relevant to me and my classmates as we move on to college and the 

next stages of our lives. Faith, imagination, love, and growing up all come into 

play in this connection. In Peter Pan, Wendy, John, and Michael must have faith in 

order to fly and go to Neverland. They must also have faith in their mother’s love 

that she is waiting for them to return. Sacred Heart has taught us to believe in 

ourselves and have faith that we can do anything with our lives. And we all have 



caring parents and role models waiting for us and ready to welcome us back no 

matter how far we go. Neverland is created by the children’s imaginations, so in 

Peter Pan, they literally venture out and follow their dreams, which we are all 

about to do. Lastly, growing up. Growing up can be scary, but it is something we 

cannot escape. The focus of my sophomore year English paper was on the fact that 

Peter Pan doesn’t grow up. Peter Pan is known as “the boy who wouldn’t grow 

up.” However, I saw him as “the boy who could not grow up” because he lacked 

the love and support from a parental figure to teach him how to grow up. Luckily, 

none of us are like Peter in this aspect because we have all had this kind of loving 

and supporting influence on us here at Sacred Heart, whether it be a parent, 

teacher, or friend. Sacred Heart has taught us how to grow up, even if we do not 

know it yet. Just think of how much we have changed since freshmen year. I have 

no doubt in our abilities to venture out and follow our dreams. We may face 

challenges, but we will always have people waiting with open arms to welcome us 

home. And because of our positive influences and support systems in our lives, we 

are all prepared to grow up. 

 

One of my favorite quotes in Peter Pan is: “For to have faith is to have 

wings.” We all need to remember this as we move on to the next steps of our lives. 

We may not realize it, but Sacred Heart has instilled this idea in each and every 

one of us—we only have to believe in ourselves and we can do anything. On 

behalf of my class, I would like to thank our parents and families and everyone at 

Sacred Heart Academy for giving us wings. And to my classmates, I’m grateful 

that we have had the opportunity to learn how to fly together.  

 
  

 


